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Details of the purification and characterization of protein regulators of these
enzymes as well as a detailed paper on cyclic GMP-dependent protein kinases
provide a valuable background for areas that have only recently emerged at the
forefront ofcylic nucleotide research.
A discussion of two areas ofthe cyclic nucleotide field, which deserve mention in a
volume of this type, appears to have been omitted. In view of the increasing im-
portance of the cyclic nucleotides in clinical research and diagnosis, a chapter which
discussed the application ofcyclic nucleotide assay techniques to measurement ofthe
nucleotides in body fluids such as urine and cerebrospinal fluid would have been use-
ful. Another area which deserves attention is the use of various cyclic nucleotide
derivatives in intact tissue studies. Although the synthesis of several acylated cyclic
AMP derivatives is presented by Pasternak and Weimann, the more active 8-substi-
tuted derivatives are not included, and no mention is made of the biological activity,
membrane permeability, or resistance to enzymatic degradation ofthese compounds.
A knowledge of these properties would be of great help to investigators who might
wish to apply these derivatives to intact tissue.
Despite the omissions mentioned above, this volume of "Methods in Enzymology"
contains a wealth of useful information. It is a necessity for all institutional and de-
partmental libraries where many investigators, with a wide range of research
interests, can utilize it. The likelihood of any individual making use of more than a
small part of the material in this volume is, however, small. Because of the rapidly
advancing and changing nature of the cyclic nucleotide field, all potential readers of
this volume are advised to consult the recent literature before making any final de-
cision about methods in cyclic nucleotide research.
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GILES OF ROME AND THE MEDIEVAL THEORY OF CONCEPTION. A STUDY OF THE De
formatione corporis humani in utero. By M. Anthony Hewson. N.J. Humanities
Press, Atlantic Highlands, 1975. x + 268 pp. $27.00.
In 1276 Giles of Rome wrote a treatise on human development. He dealt mostly
with the theory and philosophy of his subject but on occasion essayed a quantitative
approach. M. Antony Hewson, in a most careful and thoroughly documented study,
analyzes Giles' ideas and compares them with those of this obscure Roman's
predecessors and contemporaries. The result may be examined closely in terms of
philosophical detail or may be seen more broadly as an interesting work "situated at
the watershed between the theocentric outlook of earlier medieval divines and the
growing humanism and naturalism of the scientific renaissance." This transitional
aspect is well illustrated in the chapter on the length ofgestation in man. Here Giles
tries to reconcile the theories of Aristotle, St. Augustine, and Avicenna with his own
quantitative as well as qualitative observations on fetuses aborted at various stages of
development. The invocation of astrological considerations scarcely simplifies Giles'
story, but somehow he manages to make it all cohere.
The book is attractively printed and has extensive notes and an index. Hewson is to
be commended for his scholarship.
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